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25 March 2015
Mapping app makes energy revolution visible throughout Europe to provide inspiration for climate action with nearby examples
Brussels / Liechtenstein Climate action is an urgent challenge. Technical solutions exist and are promoted by a multitude of political instruments. However, many heating systems or power plants are still based on fossil fuels, and many buildings are not yet energy efficient. With the help of online mapping and smartphone technology, the EU supported repowermap.org initiative aims to take a new approach for motivating people to take action: inspiration by neighbours.
When looking at the geographic distribution of solar panels, it can be observed that they often occur on buildings next to each, while in other areas there are only few such installations. One of the main reasons for this accumulation of solar panels in some areas is their visibility: Each solar panel installed on a visible roof is providing inspiration to neighbours in the surrounding area and encourages them to do the same.

While this is occurring naturally for solar panels in rural areas, for other renewable energy technologies and also for solar panels within cities this is often not the case. They are hidden inside buildings, on high-up roofs or in remote areas. Furthermore, the energy efficiency of a building usually cannot be recognized from the outside. Consequently, there is a lack of awareness for these technologies. Whereas people know the topic from the media, some hesitate to become active in using them, as they don’t see others in their area doing the same. 
This is what the repowermap.org initiative intends to change. The initiative aims to make visible on a virtual map how local renewable energy installations and energy efficient buildings repower the energy system in each person’s neighbourhood. The idea is that each person can see on the map that others around him or her are taking climate action, and that this encourages people to become active, too. The examples on the map also aim to provide useful local information for getting started to use these technologies. 
The campaign has first been built up successfully with online mapping technology. More than 50’000 examples have been mapped throughout Europe. Mobile phone technology has recently been added. The repowermap app allows people to quickly navigate to their location to add or view examples near them as a motivation to action. 
With its new approach, the initiative aims to contribute to a bottom-up revolution towards more climate action. Everyone who has installed a renewable energy system or who has insulated their building to make it energy efficient can participate by adding their installation or building on the map. The mapping initiative thereby allows to multiply the positive impact of each installation or building: Apart from being a smart solution and contribution to climate protection on its own, it encourages other people around it to do the same. 

The initiative has been supported by the Intelligent Energy Europe Programme of the European Union. The map is made known in common in more and more countries by a broad network of organisations, regions, local authorities, companies and other energy actors who have the same objective of promoting climate action.
Multimedia material

In the same way as a YouTube video can be integrated into an article, the following HTML-Code allows to integrate the interactive map free of charge directly into an online news article:

<iframe marginheight="0" marginwidth="0" frameborder="0" scrolling="no" src="http://www.repowermap.org/imap.php?latg=53&lngg=10&zoomg=4&r=j&c=j&e=j&p=j&s=j&a=j&ev=j&sp=media&lii=j&fpo=o&lot=o&ln=en&hei=560" width="600" height="862" name="repowermap.org"><p> </p></iframe>

Download-URLs for mobile phone apps

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.repowermap.app
https://itunes.apple.com/en/app/repowermap/id958615058?l=en&mt=8
Website

http://www.repowermap.org 

Report

http://www.repowermap.org/docs/IEE-11-098-repowermap-report.pdf

Contact information – FOR EDITORS ONLY, NOT FOR PUBLICATION

Roman Bolliger, Association repowermap.eu, Liechtenstein

E-Mail: roman.bolliger@repowermap.eu

Phone: +41 79 284 68 39
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Disclaimer: The sole responsibility for the content of this publication lies with the authors. It does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the European Union. Neither the EASME nor the European Commission are responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein.
